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Claim Objections 

Claim 14 is objected to because of the following informalities: there is no space 
between "Claim" and the claim number. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections ' 35 use § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Offlce action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3,5-8,10,14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Fesmire (US 6,116,849). 

Re claim 1 , Fesmire teaches a collection bin assembly usable for a commercial 
laundry and which comprises a frame (43,74,68,etc.) resting on a floor and a bin 40 
supported in the frame with its mouth oriented to receive items of laundry, the frame 
further including a track (various.74,72,etc,) which has an upward inclination relative to 
the floor with the bin 40 being displaceable along the track for both upwards movement 
away from said floor and translational movement relative to the floor to move the bin 
from a lowered position to a raised discharge position in which the bottom of the bin is 
open and is sufficiently clear of the floor to permit discharge of any contents in the bin 
onto a conveyor 34. 

Re claim 2, Fesmire teaches the track comprises a pair of spaced apart 
substantially parallel rails 74 arranged one on each side of the bin 40 with one end 
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adjacent the floor and the other end cantilevered outwards from the frame to provide the 
raised discharge position. 

Re claim 3. Fesmire teaches the rails comprise "U" cross-section channel 74 with 
the mouths of the two channels arranged in opposition, and bearing means 76 mounted 
on the bin are engageable within the opposed channels. 

Re claim 5, Fesmire teaches the bin is held in the frame in a tilted condition with 
its mouth presentable towards a manual operator, and the angle of inclination of the bin 
to the ground increases (figures 5A-5C) as the bin moves along the track towards its 
raised discharge position. 

Re claim 6, Fesmire teaches (figures 5A-5C) the bin is inclined at about 45 
degrees in the lowered position and at least 60 degrees in the raised discharge position. 

Re claim 7, Fesmire teaches the bin 40 moved along the track by at least one 
actuator 70,92 operable between the frame and the bin. 

Re claim 8, Fesmire teaches there are two actuators 70,92,92 arranged one on 
each side (the relative left and right sides) of the bin 40. 

Re claim 10, Fesmire teaches the bin 40 has its bottom (relative term) closed 
when in the lowered position and said bottom gradually (relative term) becomes open as 
the bin is moved to its raised discharge position (figure 5c). 

Re claim 14, Fesmire teaches a commercial laundry system including a conveyor 
with at least one collection bin assembly according to claim 1 , arranged to one side of 
the conveyor, the discharge position for said bin being located above the conveyor. 
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Claims 1,2,4-8,10-12,14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Tomoika (JP 354 1 1 1 994A). 

Re claim 1, Tomoika teaclies a collection bin assembly usable for a commercial 
laundry and which comprises a frame (not numbered) resting on a floor and a bin 15 
supported in the frame with its mouth oriented to receive items of laundry, the frame 
further including a track (various, 1,5,21, etc.) which has an upward inclination relative to 
the floor with the bin 15 being displaceable along the track for both upwards movement 
away from said floor and translational movement relative to the floor to move the bin 
from a lowered position to a raised discharge position in which the bottom of the bin is 
open and is sufficiently clear of the floor to permit discharge of any contents in the bin 
onto a conveyor 25. 

Re claim 2, Tomoika teaches the track comprises a pair of spaced apart 
substantially parallel rails 1,5,21 arranged one on each side of the bin 15 with one end 
adjacent the floor and the other end cantilevered outwards from the frame to provide the 
raised discharge position. 

Re claim 4, Tomoika teaches the track (various, 1,5,21, etc.) being arcuate having 
one end adjacent the floor with said track extending away therefrom so that its raised 
end in use is located above a conveyor 25. 

Re claim 5, Tomoika teaches the bin 15 is held in the frame in a tilted condition 
with its mouth presentable towards a manual operator, and the angle of inclination of 
the bin to the ground increases as the bin moves along the track towards its raised 
discharge position. 
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Re claim 6, Tomoika teaches the bin 15 is inclined at about 45 degrees in the 
lowered position and at least 60 degrees in the raised discharge position. 

Re claim 7. Tomoika teaches the bin 15 moved along the track by at least one 
actuator 1 1 ,13,25 operable between the frame and the bin. 

Re claim 8. Tomoika teaches there are two actuators 1 1 .13,25 arranged one on 
each side (the relative left and right or top and bottom sides) of the bin 15. 

Re claim 10, Tomoika teaches the bin 15 has its bottom (relative term) closed 
when in the lowered position and said bottom gradually opens as the bin is moved to its 
raised discharge position. 

Re claim 1 1 , Tomoika teaches the bottom of the bin 15 formed by a shutter 
1 ,5,21 secured to the frame so that the shutter opens as the bin 15 moves towards the 
discharge position. 

Re claim 12; Tomoika teaches said track (various, 1,5,21, etc.) being arcuate with 
one end adjacent the floor with said track extending away therefrom so that its raised 
end in use is located above a conveyor 25, and the shutter (1,5,21) being arcuate and 
arranged concentrically with the arcuate track. 

Re claim 14, Tomoika teaches a system including a conveyor with at least one 
collection bin assembly according to claim 1, arranged to one side of the conveyor, the 
discharge position for said bin being located above the conveyor. 


Claims 1,2,7,8,10,11,14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Gunn (US 4,802,810). 
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Re claims 1,2, Gunn teaches a collection bin assembly 12 usable for a 
commercial laundry and which coniprises a frame 14,22 resting on a floor and a bin 2 
supported in the frame with its mouth oriented to receive items of laundry, the frame 
further including a track (varjous.28,68,etc.) which has an upward inclination relative to 
the floor with the bin 2 being displaceable along the track for both upwards movement 
away from said floor and translational movement relative to the floor to move the bin 
from a lowered position to a raised discharge position in which the bottom of the bin is 
open and is sufficiently clear of the floor to permit discharge of any contents 8 in the bin 
onto a conveyor 98. 

Re claim 7, Gunn teaches the bin 2 moved along the track by at least one 
actuator 70,34 operable between the frame and the bin. 

Re claim 8, Gunn teaches there are two actuators 70,34 arranged one on each 
side (the relative left and right sides) of the bin 2. 

Re claim 10, Gunn teaches the bin 2 has its bottom 4 (relative term) closed when 
in the lowered position and said bottom gradually opens as the bin is moved to its raised 
discharge position. 

Re claim 1 1 , Gunn teaches the bottom 4 of the bin 2 formed by a shutter 28 
secured to the frame so that the shutter opens as the bin 2 moves towards the 
discharge position. 

Re claim 14, Gunn teaches a commercial laundry system including a conveyor 
with at least one collection bin assembly according to Claim 1, arranged to one side of 
the conveyor, the discharge position for said bin being located above the conveyor. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C, 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set . 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fesmire 

(US 6,116,849). 

Re claim 9, Fesmire teaches the bin is substantially square in cross-section 
(there is at least one section of 40 that is square) and when in a lowered (relative tenri) 
position (figure 5A) is tilted at about 45 degrees to the vertical with the fon^/ard edge of 
its mouth being a maximum height above the floor with its forward bottom edge being 
proximate (relative term) the floor. Fesmire does not give dimensions, however it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to have modified Fesmire to have the maximum height be of 1 100 mm or any other 
height to meet the space and storage requirements. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tomoika 
(JP 354111994A). 

Re claim 9. Tomoika teaches the bin is substantially square in cross-section and 
when in a lowered (relative term) position is tilted at about 45 degrees to the vertical 
with the forward edge of its mouth being a maximum height above the floor with its 
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forward bottom edge being proximate (relative temi) the floor. Tomoika does not give 
dimensions, however it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Tomoika to have the maximum height be 
of 1 100 mm or any other height to meet the space and storage requirements. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gunn (US 
4,802,810). 

Re claim 9, Gunn teaches the bin is substantially square in cross-section and 
when in a lowered (relative term) position (figure 3) is tilted at about 45 degrees to the 
vertical with the forward edge of its mouth being a maximum height above the floor with 
its forward bottom edge being proximate (relative term) the floor. Gunn does not give 
dimensions, however it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Gunn to have the maximum height be of 
1 100 mm or any other height to meet the space and storage requirements. 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fesmire 
(US 6,116,849) in view of Shalev (US 5.764,522). 

Re claim 13, Fesmire teaches the frame (43,74,68,etc.) comprises two parts, a 
base part 43 (etc.) standing on the floor, and an upper part (68,74,etc.) on which the 
track (various,74,72,etc.) and bin 40 are mounted, with the upper part resting on the 
base part. Fesmire is silent on load sensors. Shalev teaches a load sensor 18 acting 
between two parts to indicate to an operator when the bin is nominally full to capacity. It 
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would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have modified Fesmire by Shalev to have a load sensor 18 acting between two 
parts to indicate to an operator when the bin is nominally full to capacity in order to save 
work for the operator. 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tomoika 
(JP 3541 1 1994A) in view of Shalev (US 5,764.522). 

Re claim 13, Tomoika teaches the frame (1.3,21, etc.) comprises two parts, a 
base part (inherent, it cannot float in space) standing on the floor, and an upper part 
(1,3,21. etc.) on which the track (various, 1,5,21, etc.) and bin 15 are mounted, with the 
upper part resting on the base part. Tomoika is silent on load sensors. Shalev teaches a 
load sensor 18 acting between two parts to indicate to an operator when the bin is 
nominally full to capacity. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified Tomoika by Shalev to have a load 
sensor 18 acting between two parts to indicate to an operator when the bin is nominally 
full to capacity in order to save work for the operator. 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gunn 
(US 4,802,81 0) in view of Shalev (US 5.764.522). 

Re claim 13, Gunn teaches the frame 14.22 comprises two parts, a base part 
14,22 standing on the floor, and an upper part (24,22,etc.) on which the track 
(various,28,68,etc.) and bin 2 are mounted, with the upper part resting on the base part. 
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Gunn is silent on load sensors. Shalev teaches a load sensor 18 acting between two 
parts to indicate to an operator when the bin is nonninally full to capacity. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have modified Gunn by Shalev to have a load sensor 18 acting between two parts to 
indicate to an operator when the bin is nominally full to capacity in order to save work 
for the operator. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's arguments filed 2/16/07 & 1/13/07 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

All of applicant's arguments amount are really the same argument, that allegedly 
the references do not teach a bin discharging from the bottom. However, as the 
examiner has stated previously, "top" and "bottom" are relative terms. Using applicant's 
own analogy, when a cooking pan is tumed upside down the contents pour out an open 
bottom. Certainly there is different claim language that can be added that will better 
define what applicant argues he is claiming and will render the "bottom" discharge 
arguments of both the examiner and applicant moot. Nonetheless, after careful 
consideration of the latest claim amendments, the rejections must be maintained. Also, 
as seen in the above rejections, the Gunn reference has been reintroduced. After 
reconsideration of the current claim language, Gunn reads on the claims and Is capable 
of receiving items and meets the track limitation as currently written. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to M. Scott Lowe whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6929. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30am-4:30pm M-W; Th work offsite 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Mackey can be reached on (571)272-6916. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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